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eyond  the  Restraining  Order: 
Building  Long  Term  Safety  and 
Security  for  Abuse  Victims 

Massachusetts  has  made  a  strong  commitment  to  assisting 
victims  of  domestic  violence  by  funding  the  Battered 
Women's  Legal  Assistance  Project  in  nine  local  legal  aid 
offices  across  the  state  BWLAP  is  the  only  statewide 
program  providing  civil  legal  assistance  and  representation 
to  victims  of  domestic  violence.  BWLAP  has  helped 
thousands  of  women,  men  and  children  to  overcome  the 
legal  and  economic  barriers  to  escaping  the  cycle  of  violence. 

Independent  Lives 

For  abused  women,  209A  restraining  orders  are  only  the  first 
step  towards  escaping  the  cycle  of  violence.  After  a  judge 
issues  a  restraining  order,  the  victim  faces  many  hurdles.  The 
goal  of  the  Battered  Women's  Legal  Assistance  Project 
(BWLAP]  is  to  help  domestic  violence  victims  secure  custody, 
child  support,  divorce  and  wage  assignment  orders,  as  well 
as  housing  and  health  care  coverage,  so  that  they  do  not  feel 
compelled  to  return  to  their  abusers  for  economic  reasons. 
BWLAP  ensures  that  women  have  the  security  they  need  to 
begin  rebuilding  their  lives. 

Community  Collaboration 

Since  the  Project's  creation  in  1 993,  BWLAP  programs  have 
adopted  creative  responses  to  local  community  needs.  They 
work  jointly  with  their  local  shelters  to  identify  victims  who 
need  legal  assistance.  They  recruit  private  attorneys  for  pro 
bono  work  and  conduct  community  legal  education 
workshops  for  shelters,  police,  victims  and  others.  And  they 
train  health  care  workers,  women's  services  groups,  high 
school  students  and  others  about  laws  and  policies  affecting 
domestic  violence  victims.  Massachusetts  Law  Reform  Institute 
(MLRI]  provides  support  and  coordination  to  BWLAP  advocates 
statewide. 
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Answers  for  Victims 

■  Neighborhood  Legal  Services  in  Lynn  provides  a 
wealth  of  family  law  information  on  its  web  site, 
www.neiqhborhoodlaw.org  The  web  site  includes  a 
comprehensive  guide  to  legal  rights  and  options 
written  by  Western  Massachusetts  Legal  Services, 
Where  Do  We  Go  From  Here?  A  Self-Help  Guide  for 
Domestic  Violence  Survivors  and  Advocates. 

■  Court  personnel  and  advocates  throughout  the  state  use  A 
Guide  to  How  Probate  and  Family  Courts  Handle  Cases 
Involving  Domestic  Violence,  produced  by  Community  Legal 
Services  and  Counseling  Center,  to  explain  complicated  court 
procedures  to  victims. 

Advocating  for  Reform 

■  BWLAP  attorneys  worked  with  a  coalition  of  advocates, 
business  and  legislative  leaders  to  secure  Unemployment 
Insurance  for  domestic  violence  victims  who  are  forced  to 
leave  their  jobs  due  to  abuse.  The  act  also  increases  access  to 
education  and  training  programs  and  child  care  subsidies 
necessary  to  become  economically  independent.  Governor 
Jane  Swift  signed  the  new  law  in  August  200 1 . 

■  BWLAP  attorneys  from  Greater  Boston  Legal  Services  have 
shepherded  several  precedent-setting  appeals  through  the 
courts,  including  Turner  v.  Lewis,  which  extended  restraining 
order  protection  to  a  grandmother,  and  Champagne  v. 
Champagne,  which  allowed  the  courts  to  extend  permanent 
restraining  orders  in  divorce  cases.  The  SJC  also  agreed  with 
the  amicus  brief  filed  by  GBLS  and  others  in  Crenshaw  v. 
Macklm,  affirming  the  right  of  victims  to  obtain  permanent 
restraining  orders  under  Chapter  209A. 

■  BWLAP  advocates  from  around  the  state  played  a  vital  role 
in  the  1 998  passage  of  the  Act  Protecting  Children  from 
Domestic  Violence  in  Custody  and  Visitation  Proceedings. 
This  law  creates  a  rebuttable  presumption  against  awarding 
custody  to  a  batterer  and  requires  the  courts  to  properly 
weigh  domestic  violence  when  making  visitation 
arrangements. 
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For  help,  contact  the  legal  services  BWLAP  program  in  your  area: 

Community  Legal  Services  and  Counseling  Center 

Cambridge  (61  7]  661-1010 

Greater  Boston  Legal  Services 

(617)371-1234 

GBLS/Cambridge  and  Somerville  Legal  Services:  (617]  603-2700 

Legal  Assistance  Corporation  of  Central  Massachusetts 

Worcester  (508)  752-3722 

Legal  Services  for  Cape  Cod  and  Islands 

Hyannis  (508)  775-7020 
Plymouth  (508)  746-2777 

Merrimack  Valley  Legal  Services 

Lowell  (978)458-1465 
Lawrence  (978)687-1  177 

Neighborhood  Legal  Services 

Lynn  (781)599-7730 

South  Middlesex  Legal  Services 

Framingham  (508)620-1830 

Southeastern  Massachusetts  Legal  Assistance  Corporation 

New  Bedford  (508)979-7150 
Fall  River  (508)676-6265 
Brockton  (508)  586-21  10 

Western  Massachusetts  Legal  Services 

Springfield  (413)  781-7814 
Northampton  (413)  584-4034 
Pittsfield  (413)  499-1950 


Massachusetts  Law  Reform  Institute  provides  state  support  and 
coordination:  (617)  357-0700 


BWLAP 


